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Draft Requirements: 

These rules are in place for the 2021 Season with the acknowledgement that the 2020 Season was 

cancelled due to COVID and that the 2022 Season will return to more “normal” rules and circumstances.  

These rules are an exception and are not meant to be long term or imply that the draft will continue to 

be held in this fashion moving forward. 

 

Draft Order: 

Coach Robbie Sanchez will be given first pick as he is the only Majors Coach who does not have an All-

Star returning to his team.  The remaining coaches will draw from a deck of cards to determine their 

order. 

 

Draft Participants: 

All Players NOT returning to a Major League, Junior League, or Senior League team are eligible for the 

draft unless the Board of Directors exercises their options to draft the entire league. 

 

Draft Procedure: 

Drafting onto the Major Little League Division will be for ages 9 through 12 only. 

 

Attendance at the draft is limited to: Member of the Atwater Little League Board of Directors, ONE 

Team Manager and ONE team draft assistant approved the morning of the draft prior to the draft 

beginning by President. If a manager is unable to attend the draft, they can appoint a substitute or be 

brought in via Zoom or FaceTime or another similar method.  Confidentiality is NECESSARY.  If at the 

time of draft, there are not enough managers in place, then a board member who has watched the 

candidates should be appointed to draft all necessary teams.  

   

1. When a thorough player evaluation has been completed, the last place team from the 

preceding season gets the first choice in every round of the draft, the next to last place 

team gets the second selection in every round, and the remaining teams select in the 

reverse order of standing.  

2. For this 2021 Season the “Standing” will be determined by the card picked from the 

deck with the Ace representing a 1, a 2 representing 2nd, etc.  

3. For the purpose of explanation, let us assume that there are four teams in the league: 

a. First Round 

i. Fourth Place manager selects first player. 

ii. Third place manager selects the second player. 

iii. Second place manager selects the third player. 

iv. First place manager selects the fourth player. 

b. Second Round 

i. Fourth Place manager selects fifth player. 

ii. Third place manager selects the sixth player. 

iii. Second place manager selects the seventh player. 
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iv. First place manager selects the eighth player. 

v. Process repeats until the rosters are completed. 

 

Draft rounds for son / daughter of a manager- such candidate must be drafted in or before the following 

round:  age 9-10 Draft Round 5, age 11 Draft Round 4, Age 12 Draft Round 3. 

 

Player Replacement Policy: 

Before the Draft:  If for any reason, a returning player wants to change teams or a manager wishes to 

release a player, the following process will be followed:   

a.  A verbal notice from the parents or manager must be submitted to the Board and verified by the 

Player Agent or Coaching Coordinator. Request must provide justifiable reasons for the manager or 

parent desire of player removal.   

b.  The Player Agent shall notify the Manager of the team that the player wishes to leave the team.   

c.  If this is the parent’s request the Manager of the team will decide if he wishes to release the player, 

trade the player or retain the player on his team.   

d.  If this is the manager’s request, the written request must provide justifiable reasons for the 

manager’s desire of player removal.  The Player Agent will monitor any attempts by managers and 

parents to manipulate the draft system and thus create an imbalance in the league.  All releases MUST 

BE APPROVED BY THE LOCAL BOARD.   

e.  The Player Agent will notify the League President and the Board of Directors of the parents and 

managers wishes.   

f.  If the manager decides to release the player, and upon approval by the Board of Directors, that 

player shall be removed from the team roster and then go through the evaluation and draft process as 

previously noted. ALL RELEASES MUST BE FOR JUSTIFIABLE REASONS and any attempts by managers and 

parents to manipulate the draft system and thus create an imbalance in the league can result in 

disciplinary action by the board. 

g.  Once a decision is made, the Player Agent, acting for the League President will notify the player of the 

decision.  

 

After the Draft:   

Any Gentlemen’s agreements regarding player trades must be submitted to both the Player Agent and 

the Coaching Coordinator in writing (via email or text) with both Coaches included before the start of 

the Softball Draft on Sunday, 3/21/21 at 12 noon.  All trades require the approval of both the Player 

Agent and the Coaching Coordinator before players are notified.  

If for any reason a player refuses, or is unable to play for a major league team; 

Notice must be given to the Player Agent by the manager within 24 hours (by Sunday 3/21/21). 

The Player Agent will notify the League President and the Board of Directors. 

Upon approval of the Board of Directors, the Player Agent shall send a letter of release to the player and 

parents. 

The letter of release of player from Major league team will contain the policy of refusal, which is once a 

player refuses to play for a Major league team, that player will be frozen from the Major division for the 
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remainder of that season. The Player Agent and Manager have seven days from the time of notification 

to replace the player.  If the manager has not selected a replacement at the end of seven days, the 

Player Agent shall assign a player to the team. Failure of the manager to notify the Player Agent of a 

players’ continued absence shall result in disciplinary action by the Board of Directors.  A continued 

absence is seven continuous days of missed games and/or practices.  NOT seven practices and 7 games.    

Excused absence is medical, church and or school related absence.  See Rule 17 of Ground Rules for All 

Levels.  No players may be called-up in the final two weeks of the AAA schedule.  

 

Additional Important Points: 

1. Players are not to be notified of their team assignment until the evening of Sunday, 3/21/21, to 

ensure all trades are documented accurately and all teams remain complete.  Coaches will 

receive a communication from the Coaching Coordinator when they are free to contact their 

players. 

2. All Coaches will receive a copy of the player evaluation rankings 15 minutes before the Draft 

begins.  All information contained within the player evaluation rankings is to remain 

CONFIDENTIAL.  Coaches are free to write on the evaluations, but all evaluation forms must be 

returned to the Player Agent directly after the draft is complete and before the Coaches leave 

for the day.   

3. The League Secretary will document the official team rosters as the draft occurs.  The League 

Secretary will have all coaches sign the official team rosters before they leave at the end of the 

draft with the understanding that Gentlemen’s Agreements/Trades may occur after the 

conclusion of the Draft and before the beginning of the Softball Draft. 

4. Coaches signature below indicated their understanding and agreement of the above listed rules, 

points and procedures for the Draft for the 2021 Season. 

 

 

 


